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Scottish Brewing -

Introduction
• Brief history of brewing

• The Scottish Brewing Archive

• Scotland’s International links

• Dundee breweries

• Education

• Brewing Heritage Scotland 



Brief History of Brewing

• Origins  – earliest references to beer

– China

– Mesopotamia

– Babylon

– Ancient Egypt



Beer in Ancient Egypt

Beer



History of Brewing in 

Scotland
• Beer traced back to Picts

• Monastic period

• Domestic craft

• Commercial Centres

• Brewing – a science



History of Brewing in 

Scotland
• Beer brands

• Shilling System

• Temperance Movement

• World Wars

• Takeovers and brewery closures

• Today’s beer revolution



The Scottish Brewing Archive

• How it began

• Heriot Watt University

• University of Glasgow Archive Services

• Scottish Brewing Archive Association

• Making use of the archive

	



Scotland’s beer export trade

Year ‘000 Brls Value £’000 Scotland’s
% share of UK

1860 40 £145 7.5%

1890 168 £598 33%

1910 140 £483 24.5%



Scotland’s beer export trade 
in %

% of Total 1850 1880 1910

Europe 4% 5% 11%

Africa 4 10 2

Asia 23 22 68

W. Indies 25 14 9

S. America 23 11 2

United States 4 4 -

Canada 3 1 -

Australia 16 33 8

























Spot the differences







Dundee breweries

• In 1896 – 14 breweries

• No. employed – 55

• John Neave & Sons (1890-1909)

• William Halley Brown (1885 1943)

• Ballingall & Son (1844-1968)



Scotland’s Contribution to 

Brewing

• Automation – James Watt steam engine

• Mash Mixer - James Steel (1853)

• Sparging technique

• Innovation

• Education



Steels Mash Mixer





Education

• Heriot Watt Uni.

– Honours & Masters degrees

• Research & provide advice

– High gravity – flavour matching

• Sir Geoff Palmer

– Barley & Malt





ICBD – Fit for Work

• Employability =

– Qualification

– Work experience

– Strategies

– Contacts





Brewing Heritage Scotland -

CIC
• Permanent exhibition

• Tell the untold story of one of Scotland’s most 
important industries

• Themes - Past, Present and Future
– International Trade
– Education
– Social History

• Looking for a venue in Edinburgh and funding



Beer Export Trade Today

• Looking at new markets

• Traquair export 75% of their beer

• Received Queens Award for exporting

• Using heritage to promote beers

– Research using the Scottish Brewing Archive 
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